
Manuscript Exchange Common Approach (MECA) leverages standards and cross-industry 

collaboration to deliver a better user experience to authors and reviewers and advance open research

• Manuscript files

• Article XML (JATS)

• Review XML

Author posts a
preprint​

Author submits 
files and metadata 

to journal​

Author accepts transfer
recommendation​​

Files and 
XML transfer to 
new journal​​

Regardless of journal decision, 
all files and metadata can 
travel across systems/ downstream
publications together –
including multiple revisions​

All reviews/ review metadata 
can be shared openly per 
publication policy​

All reader comments, 
all community reviews are 
included in submission 
package with files 
& metadata​Journal recruits preprint 

OR Author submits to a 
journal​

Community reviews,
readers comment​

https://manuscriptexchange.org NISO RP-30-2020Tony Alves @OccupySTM | @MsExCmAp

Ms. review and decision: 
transfer recommend​

https://www.manuscriptexchange.org/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7054-1732
https://twitter.com/occupystm
https://twitter.com/MsExCmAp

